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. the Application for lowering the Duties on foreign PRIAB 
AR to an equality with thoſe on Britiſh Plantation Sugar. 
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N * "HAT the whole Syſtem of our commercial Laws. Naher hoy the W 
; Pr iyilege, of applying the Britiſh Conſumprign has nutherte been {e: 


| tial purpoſes, confined, far the ( of the Mather Gounory, to the Bri 
Dominions, would thereby be overturned. ER 
That, upon the faith of that Syſtem, til naw vniformly adhergd . 


i 


Capital of at leaſt Sixty Millions ſterling hath been jnveſted in the ſettle- 
ment and cultivation of the Britiſh. Sygar-Cplanies, which hays thereby, not 
only in point of Revenue. but of general 8 ho Ae age as wall 


He of our national Wealth and. Maritime 8 75 
That the certainty of this gxcluſiye Privilege js. the ſole ground. of ſtability 


| 5 in the value ot Weſt-India Eſtates. The increaſe of price, which, by means 


thereof, generally attends the failure of Crops and the increaſing expences of 
culture and tranſportation, a is the natural and only rejief the Sygar-Colonies 
| can receive, under the preſſure of thoſe enormous Duties, internal Jaxts, 
Expences, and Loſſes, with whach the preſent War has loaded them; and, 
without that increaſe of price, the moſt fatal conſequences muſt, from thoſe 
Calamities, have enſned to the Sugar-Colonies, and to the N avigation and 
Commerce of Great-Britain. 

That during fevers! ſucceſſive Years of the laſt Peace, and eſpecially in 
the Years 1774 and 1775, the Planters ſupplied Great-Britain with Sugar at 
an undoubted Laſs; for a Sugar - Plantation, once eſtabliſhed, cannot ſud- 


denly be changed to any other ſpecies of Agriculture; and that the price of 


Sugar i nee Icy Highebppwben ſome Set Calamity hefals the Weſt-India 


Planter. 1 


* 
That, -whilſt, every argument whiah: aun in 1 9 of hs . pro- 


| poſition. world equally. apply in favour of admitting Sugars of foreign 


Growth at a moderate Duty either in time of War or Peace, there is one 


cireumſtance attending the preſent propoſition, which renders it even more 
exceptionable than ſuch a general permiſſion would be; which is, that the 
ſupply to be from thence derived, would be wholly precarious and uncertain, 
and ont of the reach of all Regulation. When Markets are left dependent 
upon the natural produce that is to feed them, and upon the common acci- 
dents affecting the ſame, there is a fair and Juſt Judgement, capable of being 
formed, of the prices which ought, under; any given circumſtances, to pre- 
yail; but, if the accidental Encounter of Flects in time of War is to regu- 


late the ſupply, no ſuch Judgement can be formed, and ſugh-ſuddenfluctu- 


ation of prices: muſt be introduced. as would. be highly, Prejudicial toi the ſober 


Spirit of Trade, how favourable mY it might prove to that ort of adven- 
ture which partakes more of the pirnt of ng. 
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That Ty is no foundation for apprehending a | ſearcity of Sus gar for our 


own conſumption, ſeeing that, although from uncommon accidents (ſuch 


as the capture of the outward-bound Fleet, and loſs of Ships in the Hur- 


ricane) a conſiderable part of the Crop of laſt Year is not yet arrived, yet 


what was imported was not taken off the hands of the Merchants till the 
very end of April; a Period much more advanced than that at which the 


-8 
= 
"0 


Grocers and Refiners had uſually bought up the whole Importation. That, 


beſides all that remains unconſumed and unrefined in the Sugar-Houſes and 
in the hands of the Grocers,” upwards of 3000 Hogſheads of raw Sugar ſtill 


remain in the Warehouſes of the Importers, undelivered to the Buyers 
though moſtly ſold, which cannot poſſibly be refined and conſumed till long 


after the ſupply of the etiſtüng ſeafon muſt arrive. Advice is received of a 
Fleet of above 50 Ships having failed from Jamaica the 15th of February laſt, 
which of courſe is hourly to be expected. Other Fleets are ſucceſſively ap- 


Summer-Months as uſual; and to this ſupply, which has hitherto proved 


cording to the accounts of higheſt authority, promiſe a very great addition. 
Whilſt theſe ſeveral Fleets are thus bringing us a natural, a proper, and a 


be the height of 1 in 1 and not to be defended. upon any N of 
ſound „„ 

That if, by Gorne uncommon healer, there ſhould hereafter atiſe a real, 
though temporary ſcarcity of Britiſh Sugar, at any Time when Dutch or 


pointed to ſail, as well from Famaica as the Windward Iſlands, through the 
more than ſufficient for our own. conſumption, (for we have never been with- 


out ſome E xportation, ) our new Acquiſitions at Demerary and Efequebo, a0. 


ſufficient ſupply, it is humbly ſubmitted, that to foreſtal the conſt umption, 
dy a Fleet of Prize- Sugars that happens to arrive a few Weeks ſooner, would 


Spaniſh Prize Sngare are at Market, the T aw, a8 2+ 110 Nauds, affords con- | 


ſiderable relief. Upon the importation of ſuch Prize-Sugars, taken by « our 
Men of War, a Duty is impoſed upon the Captor or Importer, of Six Shil- 
lings per Cwt. which is not drawn back upon exportation, but 1 is of the na- 
ture of a Tax upon the Capture; for the Sugar thereby acquires no right of 


being conſumed in the Kingdom, but remains locked up in the King's Ware- 
houſe for exportation. If any one is deſirous of conſuming ſuch Sugar here, 


it may be done upon payment of 195. 1055 d. per Cwt. of farther Duty, 
whereby it becomes entitled to all the rights and privileges of Britiſh Planta- 
tion Sugar which now pays 115. 8e d. per Ct. ont importation: So that 
the preſent difference, between the Duty payable for the right of conſuming 
theſe foreign Prize Sugars and Britiſh Plantation Sugars, is no more than 
85. 2 d. per Cwt. or ſeven-eighths of a penny per pound; a difference 
which is humbly ſubmitted to be far from carrying the principle of an exclu- 


ſive Trade to any length that can be prejudicial to the Public, ſince it would 


ſtand controuled, in any particular caſe that __ amount to A 08 Em 292 
to that principle, at ſo eaſy an expence! :! 


That the wiſdom of the Legiſlature has provided a hy on the expor- 


tation of refined Sugar, equal, upon a fair calculation, to the Duty which 


the raw. Sugar it is made of had paid upon Importation. 0 That 


a very large proportion of the foreign Sugar brought hither as Prize, is 


manufactured in the We — to een 928827 4 2 85 of pu N chan Bri-. 
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tiſh Plantation "Se: for which alone the miunty is nn If the pre⸗ 
"ſent application were ſucceſsful, the beſt of the Prize Sugars would naturally 
be ſelected as the object of it: They would be refined and exported at a 
much higher Bounty than the materials they are made of/had paid Duty; and 
thus, inſtead of a benefit to the Revenue, the Eyect of this Innovation, 
whatever may have been its O5je#, would be a direct Fraud upon the Revenue, 
for the benefit of the Individuals that could avail themſelves of it till the a- 
buſe was found out, and remedied by repealing the permiſſion now ſolicited; 
for the nature of the Proceſs does not admit of remedying it by diſcriminating 


the produce of Prize Sugar from the brate of Britiſh Plantation Sugar, 
and allowing a different Bounty. | 


That the Refinery of Sugar is only one of innumerable branches of Manu- 
tacture dependent upon the Commerce of the Sugar-Colonies. The number 


of Hands employed in it may be from twelve to fifteen hundred in all; and 
they are, in a proportion unknown in any other branch of Trade, Foreign- 


ers, who live in the moſt frugal way whilſt in England, and retire with their 


favings to their own Country. They have the refining of whatever, the Bri- 


tiſh Colonies furniſh ; but, not contented, they ſay they could refine more, 

if they had it; and thereupon they claim, that to this ſubordinate Manufac- 
ture, the intereſt and ſecurity of the great Syſtem out of which it ſprings, 
ſhould be ſacrificed. There is no doubt but the Sugar of the whole World 
might, in point of means to execute the Manufacture, with eaſe be refined 
in Great-Britain ; for there are few operations more ſimple, or requiring a leſs 


expenſive apparatus for carrying them on; but it is humbly ſubmitted, 


that Manufactures of this ſubordinate nature are not objects of extenſion 


by Bounties, or any other extraneous means, but muſt in ſound policy be left 


to attend the fortunes of the Parent-Syſtem of which they are Appendages. 
The principle of the preſent application will perhaps be farther illuſtrated, 
by conſidering how an application would be received from the Dyers for per- 
mitting the Importation of foreign white Woollen Cloth, becauſe they could 
dye more than the natural Woollen Manufacture of Great-Britain produces, 
Upon the whole the Planters and Merchants humbly ſubmit, that 


the object of this application is ſubverſive of every principle of Juſtice and 


ſound Policy. _ That its ſucceſs would directly lead to the ruin of the Sugar- 
Colonies, and to the great injury of the Manufactures, Commerce, Naviga- 
tion, and Revenues of this Kingdom; and therefore that it muſt be unneceſ- 


fſary to refute the collateral arguments with which ſo erroneous a principle is 
| attempted to be propp'd up. That at a time when, in addition to the lo- 
cal and peculiar Diſtreſſes which have fallen on the Sugar-Colonies from the 


preſent War, a new Duty on the Importation of their Sugar has juſt been 
laid, amounting to more than all the other Impoſitions with which Sugar has 
been loaded by all the Wars which have before happened, from the days 
of King Charles the Second to the preſent time, taken together; and when 
this has been done becauſe Sugar enjoys an exclufroe Privilege; they humbly truſt, 
that it will not be held conſiſtent with the Wiſdom or Juſtice of Parliament, 
to take away that very Privilege by means of which alone the Duty can be 
paid, or the purpoſes of the Public therein be anſwered. 
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